
WILLY LOMAN S HAMARTIA

ï»¿HA MART IA IN ARTHUR MILLER'S DEATH OF A SALESMAN B.D. Sharma The critics who have studied Death of
a Salesman as a tragedy can be grouped into.

Conversely, if the individual was fraught with flaws, vices, and moral depravity, it would not be a tragedy; it
would simply have been seen as his getting what was coming to him, karma, if you will. Willy has several
flaws to choose from but they all boil down to a fundamental flaw in his thinking. Anagnorisis According to
Aristotle, tragic heroes also have a moment of recognition, or anagnorisis. He's not to be allowed to fall into
his grave like an old dog. One may say that when Willy goes into the arms of a tart, he does so in order to
gratify his emotional needs as he tells Biff: " "She's noth- ing to me. Willy Loman. WILLY : laughing with
him at the theft. He disguises his profound anxiety and self-doubt with extreme arrogance. SHARMA which
allows him flatly to contradict himself, and of which schizophre- nia is merely an intensification; where once
be confused reality and wish-fulfillment he now confuses reality and an idealized past. It's that fact that they
share the same problems as we do today, the same flaws, fears, and hopes. Click the character infographic to
download. Can't we look into the life of a common man and recognize our own flaws? Because his life, by his
standards, sucks, Willy escapes into the past and also conveniently gives us, the reader or audience, the
background information we need. A salesman for all of his career, Willy thinks the goal of life is to be
well-liked and gain material success. Did he not read Aristotle's book or something? Hardlyâ€”we're guessing
that Miller knew Aristotle's ideas better than we do. We know what it means in Willy's mind if we say
"well-liked" one more timeâ€¦ , but Charley brings up an interesting point at the funeral: part of being a
salesman is having a dream. Thus even though it takes several years, it is at last this moral lapse that kills
Willy Loman. Most came to the conclusion that because there was no nobility in the protagonist Willy Loman
that the play could not be considered a tragedy. He laughs confidentially. Why can't a common man's life have
size and meaning? Were there to be a completely virtuous hero with no flaws, no hamartia, as Aristotle
describes it, there would be no sense of catharsis or enjoyment at watching horrible events afflict this perfect
person. Willy was always in pursuit of being the perfect salesman, and before he kills himself he expresses a
wish to die "the death of a salesman. Part of this "downward spiral" we keep talking about has to do with
Willy losing a grip on reality and on time. In the play die dramatist rests a great deal on die consequences of
the father's guilt, and also shows diat the son's changed behaviour tells B. Biff is not earning adequate amount
of money, Willy resolves to commit suicide so that Biff may have twenty thousand dollars- an amount for
which his life has been insured. Part of being a salesman is about selling yourself. In Arthur Miller's famous
essay, "Tragedy of the Common Man," he states, "I believe that the common man is as apt a subject for
tragedy in its highest sense as kings were. Attention, attention must be finally paid to such a person'. What's
sad is that Willy doesn't. He lias been compelled to commit suicide chiefly because his son Biff, who is in his
diirties, has not been able to get even a tolerably good job and still works as a ranchman. Willy Loman has
broken a law without whose protection life is insupportable if not incomprehensible to him and to many
others; it is the law which says that a failure in society and in business has no right to live. In die play the
dramatist shows that Willy is aware of this fact as he recollects not only diat Biff found a tart in his room in
die hotel but also diat there came a sudden change for the worse in Biff immediately after diat. That is actually
a much tougher question than it might seem. Willy's plight is shown to be at least partly the result of his own
character; he fails not only because of the pressure of the competi- tive system, but also because of the
incorrigible inability to tell the truth even to himself, his emotional, non-logical mode of thought, 6X B.


