
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM SCIENCE ELEMENTARY

EXPERIMENTS

The key to effectively using writing activities in every subject lies in matching the In order for writing in science to impact
student learning it must be more that.

One of the most powerful strategies that we have ever learned as teachers is taking a cross-curricular approach
in planning lessons and units for the school year, as we are able to incorporate curriculum expectations from
various subject areas to create an engaging activity. Unit studies were perfect for writing across the
curriculum. Not only will students be incorporating science concepts throughout their drama activities, but
being able to get up to stretch and move around will help students release a bit of energy and help them
refocus on the task at hand. Demonstrate Science Concepts through Movement Have students get up and out
of their seats to move around! There are also many language demands involved in writing i. To put it in
perspective for students, have them consider what life would be like without the internet, phones or electricity.
Have students create a presentation that highlights one or more scientific innovations and how they effected
society both then and now. Science writing can often be difficult, even for native English speakers. Good luck
and start planning! Its primary role is to support learning and the communication of science ideas. In certain
cases, teachers will want students to produce more formal pieces of writingâ€”such as final reports or poster
presentationsâ€”where grammar and spelling are attended to. In the Snail Investigation videos , notice how the
teacher supports science writing by having students keep their science notebooks open and ready to record
their thinking during their investigation. The possibilities are endless and students will be able to express their
creativity while learning about recycling, reusing, upcycling, and sustainability. Additional resources for
information on science writing can be found in the Institute for Inquiry Resource Library. Upcycle Art
Projects Have students bring in a variety of items from home that would have either been recycled or tossed in
the trash and use these items in their artwork. Field â€” Involves people doing things with their lives and
sharing it. When children have completed their class-writing, they are welcome to come and take a booklet
from the display and write. Over time, students find a genuine use for the specific vocabulary associated with
the phenomena they are exploring because of the clarity and precision it can lend to the expression of their
ideas. My son, for example, created a newspaper about the Victorian era. As writing becomes a more regular
feature of classroom culture, students grow less hesitant to writeâ€”especially when they recognize that they
do not need perfect grammar and spelling in order to express and develop their thinking. What do you notice?
Or what it would be like to look up at the stars and not know what they are. Discussion pushes students to
clarify their ideas before they write their conclusions or write a more formal piece about their science
experiences. Benefits of Writing Across the Curriculum Explore a topic in greater depth. This lesson is a great
way to incorporate media literacy into your science lessons and vice versa! Students can act out changes of
state by starting off as a frozen piece of ice, melting into a pool of water, and then evaporating into vapor. A
sharp increase in children purchasing writing-notebooks and writing at home. Notice how the teacher gives the
student specific feedback about what they did well and asks for a response in an area that could be improved.
While it is not necessary for spelling, punctuation, or handwriting to be perfect for science writing to be
effective, some degree of familiarity with these conventions is necessary in order for students to effectively
capture their ideas in print. A number of instructional practices and scaffolds can increase the likelihood that
students can produce writing that will help them develop and effectively communicate their thinking.


