
HEDONISM AND A HEDONISTIC SOCIETY

Hedonism is a school of thought that argues that the pursuit of pleasure and intrinsic goods are the primary or most
important goals of human life. A hedonist strives to maximize net pleasure (pleasure minus pain). .. The Abolitionist
Society is a transhumanist group calling for the abolition of suffering in all sentient life.

However, when the definition of pleasure is stretched, so as to more effectively argue that all valuable
experiences are pleasurable, it becomes much less recognisable as the concept of pleasure we use in
day-to-day life and its intrinsic value becomes much less intuitive. Once we experience unnecessary pleasures,
such as those from sex and rich food, we will then suffer from painful and hard to satisfy desires for more and
better of the same. They avoid these pitfalls on their spiritual path by denying themselves even the ordinary
pleasures of the body, such as fine food, clothing, and sometimes even shelter. Psychologists claim that we
have at least ten senses, including the familiar, sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch, but also, movement,
balance, and several sub-senses of touch, including heat, cold, pressure, and pain. The most widely-used
examples of pleasurable sensations are the pleasures of eating, drinking, listening to music, and having sex.
Weak versions are generally considered to be uncontroversially true and not especially useful for philosophy.
This volume also includes a very detailed account of how Prudential Hedonism should be defined. Before you
judge me harshly, I know hedonism has a bad reputation, but it might be time to reconsider. A Hedonist would
argue, for example, that friendship is not valuable in and of itself, rather it is valuable to the extent that it
brings us pleasure. Epicurus Epicurus c. Lower pleasures are those associated with the body, which we share
with other animals, such as pleasure from quenching thirst or having sex. The object of the positive
psychological stance could be a physical object, such as a painting one is observing, but it could also be a
thought, such as "my country is not at war," or even a sensation. Fecundity refers to the likelihood of the
pleasure or pain leading to more of the same sensation. The vast majority of historic and contemporary
versions of Prudential Hedonism consider pleasure to be an internal mental state. Kagan asks us to imagine the
life of a very successful businessman who takes great pleasure in being respected by his colleagues, well-liked
by his friends, and loved by his wife and children until the day he died. The Hedonic Calculus is a method of
counting the amount of pleasure and pain that would likely be caused by different actions. Pleasure as
Sensation The most common definition of pleasure is that it is a sensation, something that we identify through
our senses or that we feel. Unusually, the writing of Lucretius does not feature much in this collection.
Prudential Hedonists need not relinquish the Quantitative aspect of their theory in order to deal with these
criticisms, however. Suicide rates are rising all over the world, and problems like depression and alcoholism
are rampant. The more elaborate beings tend to spend more thought on other matters and hence lessen the time
for simple pleasure. He lauded the enjoyment of simple pleasures, by which he meant abstaining from bodily
desires, such as sex and appetites, verging on asceticism. Graham, is a person's "proper course of
development" in life. The Hedonic Calculus required a methodology for measuring pleasure, which in turn
required an understanding of the nature of pleasure and specifically what aspects of pleasure were valuable for
us. This second strategy gives good reason to be a pluralist about value because the odds seem to be against
any monistic theory of value, such as Prudential Hedonism. Certain individuals who are heavily influenced by
hedonistic views or addictions are often enticed to commit these crimes in order to obtain money to continue
their hedonistic activities, leading to a higher societal impact of robberies, burglary and a broken society as a
whole if no controls are imposed.


