
NUCLEAR WEAPONS POSE A SEVERE RISK TO NATIONAL SECURITY

Prominent among these are biological and nuclear threats. Attacks using nuclear weapons or biological devices, pose a
severe risk to national security.

Reliability may also be affected by the way in which Soviet troops are trained. But in some cases, records give
no indication of serious flaws that render an individual unfit for nuclear weapons duty. Depending on where
you live, you can urge political leaders and those who can influence them to: Fulfill long-standing
commitments to nuclear weapon reductions and elimination, Join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, and Work urgently to reduce the growing risks that nuclear weapons will be used. The words
"deter" and "deterrence" both derive from the Latin deterrere , to frighten from. William J. If the American
experience is relevant, the patterns in the British military, in general, are applicable to nuclear weapons
personnel as well. For reasons of confidentiality, mental health clinic records are kept separate from the rest;
thus, unless the main record includes a referral for psychiatric treatment, there may be no indication that an
individual ever required or received it. Meyer, a. The committee's first major study of nuclear weapons policy
appeared in , early in the transition out of the Cold War. Most helpful essay resource ever! The same
investigation also uncovered the regular use of amphetamines by crew members to sustain themselves during
hour workdays. A closer look at what happened in some of the crises of the Cold War, however, leaves room
to question whether good fortune was not as much a factor as good management in avoiding escalation to
disaster on these occasions. These organizations above all work on nuclear technology issues, though many
cover other topics as well. National Security Archive : Library of declassified U. While one cannot prove that
such accidents are impossible, this type of risk probably is less worrisome than others that attend nuclear
arsenals. This is a race that mankind must win. Learn more: What effects do nuclear weapons have on health,
the environment and our ability to provide humanitarian assistance? It doesn't work that way. It contributes to
the realization of genuine and lasting world peace by working to eliminate starvation and poverty, assist
refugees fleeing local conflict, support human rights, protect the environment, and solve the other problems
that threaten peaceful coexistence within the human family. Institute for Science and International Security :
Analyzes and communicates to the public on the science and policy behind nuclear nonproliferation and
related international security issues, with emphasis on tracking nuclear weapons programs worldwide. The
remainder of this chapter first summarizes the reasons for believing that further changes in U. Nevertheless,
only 10 percent believed that drug abuse had a specific or identifiable impact on readiness. Regional Dangers
If a nuclear weapon exploded in a major city, the blast center would be hotter than the surface of the sun;
tornado-strength winds would spread the flames; and a million or more people could die. There are good
reasons to tolerate drugs rather than enforce discipline. Although strategic and tactical weapons have been
fitted with electronic locks to guard against unauthorized launching Meyer, ; p. In another survey of U.
Perhaps the greatest threat to security involves unstable individuals who have access to theater nuclear
weapons, including bombs and depth charges on nonstrategic aircraft; air, sea, and land-based cruise missiles;
nuclear land mines; artillery projectiles; and short-range ballistic missiles. This month, we remember the , or
more civilian men, women, and children who died, and the many thousands more who suffered radiation
poisoning, infections, severe burns, deadly cancers, and birth defects. In a longitudinal study of 11, naval
enlistees, Plag et al. Despite progress, however, the nuclear threatâ€”once represented by duck-and-cover
drillsâ€”is more complex and more unpredictable today than ever. Morrison, Center for Defense Information,
personal communication,  Hard drugs are probably not a major problem; the annual death rates from these are
low in the USSR, far below those in the United States Treml, a. Let us know! Little has been written about the
abuse of drugs other than alcohol in the Russian military. But supposing that the nuclear forces and policies of
the two sides were indeed major contributors to the avoidance of full-scale war between East and West in the
post period, it still must be conceded that this outcome was accompanied by enormous risks. At autopsy,
traces of marijuana were found in the blood of six deckhands who died. It's time to act for humanity. World
Institute for Nuclear Security : Helps secure nuclear and radioactive materials from theft, unauthorized access,
and sabotage. Certain indications of psychological instability may be evident from medical documents.
Although the impact of drugs and alcohol on military readiness has not been formally studied, the Deputy
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Secretary of Defense stated in June that a military unit has never been declared noncombat ready because of
drug or alcohol abuse. Twenty-three were in the nuclear weapon PRP and remained there because of the lack
of hard evidence to deny them security clearances.


