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THE PRESENT

Actually, the institution has been in a process of constant evolution. China, Africa, and among American Mormons in the
19th century.

Masters of the household had a legal right to command the obedience of their wives and childrenâ€”as well as
any servants or slavesâ€”and to use corporal punishment to correct disobedience Coontz ; Cott ; Hartog ;
Mintz and Kellogg ; Shammas ; Siegel ; Stanley  Twelfth-century liturgies for same-sex unions â€” also
known as "spiritual brotherhoods" â€” included the recital of marriage prayers, the joining of hands at the
altar, and a ceremonial kiss. While scholars disagree over whether already by the nuclear family had begun to
displace the multi-generational family among the urban population, this development did not affect the
patriarchal character or the social and economic functions of either marriage or the family. The constraints
surrounding and shaping family formation are very different from those observed in western Europe, and part
of them disappeared suddenly in with the abolition of serfdom. The Czar and the Church defined the first
circle, essentially a legal one operating throughout the Empire; the landowner created the second ring of
restrictions by setting up a set of rules and monitoring his estate; finally, the rural community and the family
head formed the third circle. Reflecting and reinforcing these structures and functions, the marriage of children
was arranged by senior family members, with the economic, social, and political interests of the family taking
precedence over individual preference. The American birthrate is half of what it was in , and hit its lowest
point ever in  Abstract This article proposes explanations for the transformation of American families over the
past two centuries. Lapidus, Gail Warshofsky. Department of Labor reported that women made up almost 50
percent of the paid labor force, putting them on equal footing with men when it comes to working outside the
home. Wagner Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography. The idea of marriage as a sexually
exclusive, romantic union between one man and one woman is a relatively recent development. In , marriage
was declared one of the church's seven sacraments, alongside rites like baptism and penance. Today, the
male-breadwinner, female-housewife family represents only a small percentage of American households. The
publisher's final edited version of this article is available at Demography See other articles in PMC that cite
the published article. This development can be divided into three broad periods: the centuries preceding the
formation of the Russian Empire during the early eighteenth century, the imperial period â€” , and the period
following the Bolshevik Revolution and establishment of the Soviet state in October  Among the effects of
such efforts was a new public role for women and the dissemination of ideals of marriage, family, and the self
that eventually came to challenge the patriarchal ideal. Hence, by the end of the Soviet period, among all
social groups family size had declined sharply and the nuclear family had become nearly universal, the birth
rate had dropped significantly, marriage no longer was universal, and the incidence of marital dissolution had
risen substantially. Sources] [link] Liste des illustrations Table 1. Widowers and never-married men
competing on the marriage market [link] 7. If in the long run the outcome of this interplay of forces has been a
family structure and dynamic that conform essentially with those found in modern European societies, the
development of marriage and the family in Russia nevertheless has followed a distinctive path. New York :
Cambridge University Press.


