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Bernard Malamud's short story, â€œThe Magic Barrel,â€• was first published in the Malamud wrote stories that explore
issues and themes central to the Jewish community. Malamud won the Pulitzer prize in fiction for his novel, The Fixer,
and . Once again, the agent of change in Leo's life seems to be Stella Salzman.

He seeks that which makes him shudder, a picture of evil which he decides will become his good. He loved his
daughter so he was toilsome. In the end of the novel, he also got the salvation. Like Pascal, Malamud proposes
that love is existential. Therefore we must look for evidence in the story for support of one view or another.
After hearing that he would have better job prospects if he were to get married, Leo decides to consult a
matchmaker. And before personal ads, there was the local matchmaker. As punishment, she has been
disowned. Salvation of Leo Finkle Leo Finkle is the protagonist of this novel. The understanding and art of
Salzman have brought about a prospect of happiness. Malamud's stories deal with pinched urban lives,
struggles to make ends more-or-less meet, or carefully planned respites disrupted by unexpected demands on
hard-earned, limited savings; they are grounded in the mundane material, a banality that characters try to
escape from into writing, study, art, fantasised romance. We have come to the point where the choosing of evil
is considered a positive goodâ€”just as Leo considered it. Clearly it is the interpretation of the role of the
matchmaker. It is tempting to read the story as favoring youth, especially in light of the emotional
transformation that Leo Finkle undergoes. Anyway these stories, for their grim detail, are not for a moment
colourless. Old Salzman, however, is more inflexibly than ever rooted in tradition. There is no evidence in the
story of any commitment to his religion or his vocation, no evidence of any real practice of his faith or any
real knowledge of it. These are timeless, trenchant, essential tales. If, however, we had only the above parallels
few would bother searching for the more particular parts of the parallel structure. Leo looked upon evil,
decided it was good, and ran to greet it with flowers outthrust. He woke, beating his breast. Yeshivah, in
Hebrew, means a place of study. For a few moments forget all you have read above and read this subsection
independently. Pinye is a poor, undignified representative of the old, repressive system that must be broken
through for true maturation to take place. In my favourite story, 'The Angel Levine', the divine literally enters
to intervene in the life of a man whose misfortunes are piled high on him. Salzman seems greatly dismayed
when Leo falls in love with Stella. Malamud was not sentimental about tradition. The last paragraph then
reads: Around the corner, Salzman, leaning against a wall, chanted prayers for the dead. My judgement is that
Leo is thinking primarily of the physical part of the marriage, to put it diplomatically. Through his friendship
with Morris and his daughter Helen, Frank learns about Jewish culture and religion. Salzman is chanting for
whom? By consulting a professional matchmaker to find a bride, Leo is acting more like his immigrant
grandparents than an American Jew of the s. Antin, Mary.


