
RUBRIC FOR WRITING A NEWS STORY

iRubric KX39B5C: Journalism students will be able to write a thorough news article. Articles will demonstrate a clear
understanding of the expected writing.

Writes a good article using various aspects of the story. Many details are included. Style: The lead does not
hook the reader nor does it convey the true meaning of the article. Language: Most of the sentences are too
long, run-ons, or fragments. They are realistic and informative. Language: All sentences are clear, concise, and
well written. The facts are incomplete or wrong. The article does not conclude abruptly. Facts and events are
reported with limited effectiveness. Demonstrates some knowledge of newspaper format: makes some use of
inverted pyramid format, lead, quotes, facts no opinions , etc. Paragraphs: The article contains paragraphs
which are mostly too long and do not lead to the next paragraph. The last paragraph ends with a quote or
catchy phrase. Grammar, spelling and punctuation problems throughout. Fair The article contains a lead but it
is not interesting. Very few facts evident. Does not contain a headline. Facts emerge highly insightfully,
creatively, and succinctly. No title is given to the article. Very few details are included. Facts and events are
reported with some effectiveness. The article contains few spelling errors. The article contains an opinion.
Facts are unrealistic. Organization: The article is written with the most important information contained within
the article. Many active words are used. Style: The story contains an interesting lead which hooks the reader
but dies not capture the true meaning of the article. Quotations are either missing or incoherent ideas.
Quotations are considerably effective and relevant. Quotations are used improperly irrelevant, limited, etc.
Facts and events are accurate and reported with exceptional effectiveness. Writing Mechanics The article is
vague and unclear. Title has nothing to do with the article. The article is free of opinions and has a headline.
Facts emerge with insight and reveal understanding of class discussions. Each paragraph is logically connected
to the next. A captivating title is given to the article. Organization: The information makes sense but the
organization is somewhat confusing. Quotations used creatively to reveal facts and insights from people
involved in the historical events Communication Sent Structure, Punctuation, Word Usage wordiness,
awkward, misplaced modifiers , Vocab. An extensive vocabulary is used to keep the reader interested and
informed. The article contains no grammar errors. The article contains few grammatical errors.


