
AN INTRODUCTION OF THE ISSUES OF SEXUAL ASSULT AND OTHER

VIOLENT CRIMES IN THE UNITED STATES

Introduction to the Virtual Issue Even the definition of sexual assault is hotly contestedâ€”no two states have identical
definitions of Similarly, gender-based violence includes sexual violence, but also other types of crimes in which
discourageâ€”victims from pursuing criminal justice after incidents of sexual violence.

To be liable for punishment under the Crimes Act , an offender must intend to commit an act of sexual
intercourse as defined under s 61H 1 while having one of the states of knowledge of non-consent defined
under s 61HA 3. We envision instead widespread recognition of sexual violenceâ€”all sexual violenceâ€”as a
social problem that deserves a solution. According to the AMA, sexual assault continues to represent the most
rapidly growing violent crime in America, claiming a victim every 45 seconds. The National Victim Center
reports that over , women are raped or sexually assaulted annually. Less is known about the frequency of rapes
perpetrated against men. Indirectly, it stunts economic development, increases inequality, and erodes human
capital. Some victims of attacks meeting the legal definition of rape do not label their experience as sexual
assault. Despite the difficulty in discussing and researching sexual assault, Social Problems has brought a
sociological perspective to discussions of sexual violence for over fifty years Gagnon  Supreme Court partial
interpretation of "consent"[ edit ] The Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador jury ruled in favour of a
defense that added to the interpretation of the consent laws. Interpersonal violence is a pervasive public health,
social, and developmental threat. Sexual offences can also be heard in the Supreme Court, but more generally
if the matter is being heard as an appeal. It is a leading cause of death in the United States, particularly among
children, adolescents, and young adults. Changes were also made to the Crimes Sentencing Procedure Act  By
thinking structurally and intersectionally, sociologists can make significant gains in the fight to end sexual
violence. Where belief in consent not a defence  The maximum penalty is imprisonment for 20 years under s
61J of the Crimes Act. As sociologists, we know that many personal problems can have social causes. In the
state of Victoria, rape is punishable under s 38 of the Crimes Act , with a maximum penalty of 25 years
imprisonment. Most often, these assaults occur within a context of ongoing domestic violence. Just as
Durkheim applied this principle to suicide, sociologists in the MeToo era can learn a lot about sexual assault
by considering society and structure. Interpersonal violence is defined by the World Health Organization as
the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against another person or against a group
or community that results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm,
maldevelopment, or deprivation. This is because sexually violent crimes are mostly categorised as indictable
offences serious offences , as opposed to summary offences minor offences. Multiple strategies exist to
improve violence prevention efforts, and health care providers are an important part of this solution. But note
that s 61HA 3 is an objective standard which only require the person has no reasonable grounds for believing
the other person is consenting. However, surveillance systems, programs, and policies to address violence
often lack broad, cross-sector collaboration, and there is limited awareness of effective strategies to prevent
violence. The term "sexual assault" is equivalent to "rape" in ordinary parlance, while all other assaults of a
sexual nature are termed "indecent assault". Specifically, the special issue connects articles across three
themes in the sociological literature: causes of sexual violence, the social regulation of survivors through
organizations, and resistance to sexual violence. Similarly, gender-based violence includes sexual violence,
but also other types of crimes in which adult victims are selected based off of their gender, such as intimate
partner violence, stalking, and kidnapping. Canada[ edit ] Sexual assault is defined as sexual contact with
another person without that other person's consent. Sexual violence is a particularly difficult social problem to
understand, in part because its recognition as a social problem is hugely controversial. Aggravated assault
rates have decreased from a peak of per in to per in  Understanding these rewards and decreasing them could
lead to innovation in the prevention of sexual violence. Acquaintance rape is particularly common among
adolescent victims. Accordingly, we consider sexual assault to be any loss of physical autonomy through
unwanted actions of a sexual nature. Scott studied two separate feminist approaches to anti-violence work,
finding a stark difference in the tactics invoked by each group depending on their political surroundings and
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organizational structures. Haltom, highlights articles previously published in Social Problems that address
sexual violence. On a more basic level, we also hope this special issue emphasizes the importance of a
data-driven discourse on gender-based violence both within and outside of academia. Exposure to violence can
cause immediate physical wounds that clinicians recognize and treat but can also result in long-lasting mental
and physical health conditions that are often less apparent to health care providers. As academics, we turn to a
vast psychological literature on what types of unwanted sexual behaviors cause significant harm. Several
sociocultural influences contribute to the incidence and prevalence of sexual assault. Armstrong, Hamilton,
and Sweeney bridged these two approaches to understanding the sources of sexual assault in their examination
of how the college party environment both encourages sexual violence perpetration and exacerbates the risk of
victimization. Subsection 2 not limiting 3 Nothing in subsection 2 shall be construed as limiting the
circumstances in which no consent is obtained. Violence directly affects health care expenditures. Women
with a history of rape or attempted rape during adolescence are almost twice as likely to experience a sexual
assault during college, and were three times as likely to be victimized by a husband.


