
THEORETICAL DISSERTATION CONSTRUCTION

integrate a theoretical framework to structure all aspects of the research process are Keywords: theoretical framework,
dissertation, doctoral, academic writing.

With this in mind, a complete theoretical framework will likely not emerge until after you have completed a
thorough review of the literature. Purpose Think of theories as the conceptual basis for understanding,
analyzing, and designing ways to investigate relationships within social systems. You should make your
theoretical assumptions as explicit as possible. The theoretical framework connects the researcher to existing
knowledge. The definitions and models you select also give your research direction, as you will continue to
build on these choices in different stages of your project. Consider adding other elements to your theoretical
framework Depending on your topic or discipline, a comprehensive review of the state of affairs in relation to
your research topic may also be helpful to include in your theoretical framework. Another Writing Tip Don't
Undertheorize! Define and evaluate relevant concepts, theories, and models A literature review is first used to
determine how other researchers have defined these key concepts. Philosophy of Research. This meshes well
with the offerings of company X, which fall into the luxury category. Just as a research problem in your paper
requires contextualization and background information, a theory requires a framework for understanding its
application to the topic being investigated. Analyze the similarities and differences between your own research
and earlier studies. This will clarify the position of your research in relation to existing knowledge in the field.
Many social science research papers fit into this rubric. Philipsen, Kristian. Guided by a relevant theory, you
are given a basis for your hypotheses and choice of research methods. What is Theory? By virtue of its
applicative nature, good theory in the social sciences is of value precisely because it fulfills one primary
purpose: to explain the meaning, nature, and challenges associated with a phenomenon, often experienced but
unexplained in the world in which we live, so that we may use that knowledge and understanding to act in
more informed and effective ways. If you're asked to apply an existing theory to a research problem, the
analysis may include an expectation by your professor that you should offer modifications to the theory based
on your research findings. How to Structure a Theoretical Model Your theoretical model can be structured in
different ways; there are no fixed rules regarding its layout and length. Of course, you could analyze the
concepts more thoroughly and compare additional definitions to each other. How to determine the contents of
a theoretical framework As noted above, it is important that you cite existing theories and ideas that are
relevant to your chosen topic within the theoretical framework. The theoretical framework and the literature
review that serves as its backbone can also be used to further analyze existing findings and hypotheses. Still
Another Writing Tip Be Prepared to Challenge the Validity of an Existing Theory Theories are meant to be
tested and their underlying assumptions challenged; they are not rigid or intransigent, but are meant to set
forth general principles for explaining phenomena or predicting outcomes. Brainstorm about what you
consider to be the key variables in your research. Richard Swedberg, editor. Having a theory helps you
identify the limits to those generalizations. This latter element is particularly important if the theory is
relatively unknown or it is borrowed from another discipline. Cherry, Kendra. The definition of Thomassen is
therefore more relevant to the current study. The Oxford Handbook of Interdisciplinarity. A test of this theory
could be the following: Does Peripheral Realism Theory help explain intra-state actions, such as, the disputed
split between southern and northern Sudan that led to the creation of two nations? New York: Oxford
University Press,  Writing Tip Borrowing Theoretical Constructs from Elsewhere A growing and increasingly
important trend in the social and behavioral sciences is to think about and attempt to understand specific
research problems from an interdisciplinary perspective. Slideshare presentation. However, the difference
between theory and hypothesis in scholarly research is important, particularly when using an experimental
design.


