
AN ANALYSIS OF THE BASIS OF AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT

Perhaps it is because the plain evidence of the American revolution of , . But no interpretation of American politics or
American political thought has as yet . to support a system of liberal individualism by giving it a solid economic basis.

One of his students for a brief time was a fifteen-year-old Jonathan Edwards. A student of the political
philosopher Leo Strauss, Jaffa has answered economic-ideological-revisionist interpretations of Lincoln in a
series of works that advance a comprehensive theory of American politics based on the idea of classical
natural right. Lincoln's strategy is the most important illustration in American history of the "heresthetical art,"
a term invented by Riker to describe the ability of a politician, through language, reasoning and argument, to
alter the dimensions of a political situation and manipulate the outcome to achieve a desired end. No political
theorist or philosopher, Lincoln mastered the classic statements of the American political faith and applied
them through practical politics. Neely, Jr. Lincoln's political course was guided by the profession of political
religion contained in the Lyceum Address, when he exhorted Americans to overcome passion and self-interest
and be governed by the pure spirit of political ideas. Lincoln's principal enterprise, therefore, was to revitalize
political participation. His attitude toward slavery, Hofstadter tells us, was "expediency tempered by justice. A
sign of its inevitable modernity, this fact introduced into American politics a messianic, utopian element that
could threaten the stability of the regime unless it was engrafted onto the Constitution. Nationalism: Despite
some current negative attitudes toward the government, most Americans are proud of our past and tend to
de-emphasize problems, such as intolerance or military setbacks. The introduction of these new concepts of
human action challenged, without necessarily invalidating, the older rational-philosophical approach. Current
might dismiss the rhetoric of radical Republicans as a mask of capitalist-class interests, but they did not apply
the same analysis to Lincoln, or deny the rational-philosophic ground of the settled convictions and principles
that they believed guided his statecraft. And during the Civil War he enlisted religious sentiment on behalf of
Enlightenment reason, "creating a 'tradition of modernity'" and offering "a Burkean justification for the rights
of man. Founders' political philosophy[ edit ] Portrait of Thomas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale , About the
time of the Stamp Act , interest rose in civil and political philosophy. At the same time many scholars have
seen Lincoln as a thinking, deliberative statesman who, through rational insight and understanding, adopted
wise courses of action. Each topic has been the subject of scholarly dispute and warrants careful investigation.
It views the activity of languageâ€”the vocabularies, structures, and rules by which it operatesâ€”as an
historical agent. Other countries may share some, or even all, of these beliefs and values. Glen E. Thus, his
political thought was guided by his understanding of the impulse "to rise in life, to make something of himself
through his own honest efforts. He urged his fellow citizens to act so that "neither picture, or apple shall ever
be blurred, or bruised or broken. In his Gettysburg Address, however, Lincoln stated that equality was not a
self-evident truth but a proposition to be proved. The Alexis de Tocqueville Tour In , Alexis de Tocqueville
and Gustave de Beaumont spent nine months criss-crossing the United States in an attempt to learn more
about the prison system. Ideas shape events in the sense that individuals act on them. Referring to the political
crisis of the s, Croly said that "Lincoln's vision placed every aspect of the situation in its proper relations.
Democracy: Elected officials are accountable to the people.


