
A HISTORY OF THE LEGALITY OF ABORTION IN THE UNITED STATES

Abortion is among the most controversial and divisive issues in the society, culture and politics of the United States.
Various anti-abortion laws have been in force in each state since at least . Sherri Finkbine's story marks a turning point
for women as well as the history of abortion laws occurring in the United States.

Federally-funded research using fetal tissue is banned by the National Science Foundation Authorization Act.
But Texas law did not allow for abortions in cases of rape or incest, and the illegal clinic that McCorvey
hoped to use had closed. In its opinion, it listed several landmark cases where the court had previously found a
right to privacy implied by the Constitution. Wade decision. Geographic availability varies dramatically, with
87 percent of U. But it came as many states have clamored to ramp up abortion restrictions. Anthony , an
anonymous contributor signing "A" wrote in about the subject, arguing that instead of merely attempting to
pass a law against abortion, the root cause must also be addressed. From until the mids abortion was viewed as
socially unacceptable; however, abortions were not illegal in most states. These feminists believed that only
the achievement of women's equality and freedom would end the need for abortion. Most of these laws were
ambiguous and difficult to enforce. Some women's rights activist groups developed their own skills to provide
abortions to women who could not obtain them elsewhere. When Roe v. As a result, many women began to
utilize illegal underground abortion services. Through this legislation, a doctor could face up to two years in
prison and civil lawsuits for performing such a procedure. Pro-choice advocates maintain that such abortions
are to save the life or health of the mother or terminate pregnancies where the fetus cannot survive birth or
cannot survive much after birth. As an example, in Chicago, a group known as " Jane " operated a floating
abortion clinic throughout much of the s. In a small win for abortion rights supporters, the Court did conclude
that spousal consent was an undue burden. Meanwhile, opponents of abortion â€” many of whom were tied to
the Catholic Church â€” mounted a state-by-state campaign. At times, abortion rates increased in the face of
the law. Practitioners did their work behind closed doors or in private homes. These restrictions force some
women to continue pregnancies they do not want and may put their health or lives at risk. These scientific
achievements, while life-saving for premature babies, have made the determination of being "viable"
somewhat more complicated. At that time, most other states had laws similar to the one in Texas. David Gunn.
That act was terrifying, but it was also exhilarating. Henry Wade was the Texas Attorney General who
defended the law that made abortions illegal. Specialists passed out business cards and opened up clinics,
Reagan explained, and nobody bothered them. Congressional supporters of the bill argue that a health
exception would render the bill unenforceable, since the Doe v. Though history has nearly obscured it,
Blackmun did not go out on a partisan limb. Hospitals were not common, antiseptics were unknown, and even
the most respected doctors had only primitive medical educations. Bush on November 5, , but a federal judge
blocked its enforcement in several states just a few hours after it became public law. On October 21, , the
United States Senate passed the bill by a vote of , with a number of Democrats joining in support. Wade, the
estimates of illegal abortions ranged as high as 1.


