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Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves. All things are connected like the blood which unites one
family. Litt by Rhodes University in South Africa. The earth does not belong to us, we belong to the earth.
The poems contain graphic accounts of the racist police brutality occurring at the time cf. While still at school
he joined the British Black Panther Movement , [4] helped to organise a poetry workshop within the
movement, and developed his work with Rasta Love, a group of poets and drummers. However, he has also
written about other issues, such as British foreign policy and the death of anti-racist marcher Blair Peach. All
things are connected. Johnson has recalled: "it was fantastic, you know, having written something and having
it staged with actors and musicians. Johnson is one of only three poets to be published by Penguin Modern
Classics while still alive. In he came to live in Brixton, London , joining his mother who had immigrated to
Britain shortly before Jamaican independence in  We did not weave the web of life; we are merely a strand of
it. In he was awarded a silver Musgrave Medal from the Institute of Jamaica for distinguished eminence in the
field of poetry. Bachman,  Johnson wrote "Reggae fi Dada" on the death of his father in , blaming social
conditions. This we know. Biography[ edit ] Johnson was born in Chapelton , a small town in the rural parish
of Clarendon, Jamaica. That was before anyone had ever heard of Linton Kwesi Johnson. Other writing[ edit ]
Johnson wrote for New Musical Express , Melody Maker , and Black Music in the s, [5] and while working on
a freelance basis for Virgin Records during this period he wrote biographies for reggae artists on the label, as
well as sleeve notes and copy for adverts. His poem Di Great Insohreckshan is his response to the Brixton
riots. That was back in before I had a poem published anywhere. Johnson's poems first appeared in the journal
Race Today , which published his first collection of poetry, Voices of the Living and the Dead, in  Johnson's
record label LKJ Records, launched in , [17] is home to other reggae artists, some of whom made up the Dub
Band, with whom Johnson mostly recorded, and other dub poets, such as Jean "Binta" Breeze. Poetry[ edit ]
Linton Kwesi Johnson at Coachella , Most of Johnson's poetry is political, dealing mainly with the experiences
of being an African-Caribbean in Britain: "Writing was a political act and poetry was a cultural weapon


