
ISSUE OF CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY IN UNITED STATES

Two-thirds of those living in poverty are children of colour. In , child poverty rates in the US were highest in Louisiana at
28% and lowest â€œThe question is not whether we have the knowledge or resources to end child.

One in 11 children, approximately 6. What most people are unaware of is that according to Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development rankings of child income poverty rates, the United States
disgracefully falls in between Mexico and Lithuania. The health effects of growing up poor are discussed in
the third section. Conclusion While the National Academies report responds to the congressional mandate,
which set the clear and specific goal of cutting child poverty in half in 10 years, one could also imagine other
longer-term approaches to addressing the societal problems associated with child poverty. Nevertheless, this
latest report adds momentum to a growing movement. Millions of poor children live in families that have little
or no means to improve their lot, which has a significant impact on their growth and character. To the surprise
of few, results show that child poverty is high in the United States. In , the U. There is, however, no one
programâ€”no silver bulletâ€”that can accomplish the goal of cutting child poverty in half. In his inaugural
address, Trump stated that The forgotten men and women of our country will be forgotten no longerâ€¦
Mothers and children trapped in poverty in our inner citiesâ€¦ students deprived of knowledgeâ€¦their success
will be our success. Of course, Congress can also use the Congressional Budget Office to obtain its own
estimates, and I hope this will indeed happen. Their prospect of becoming positive and productive citizens
further dissipates. Eliminating the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit a per-child, refundable
tax credit for families , for example, would raise the current child poverty rate by almost halfâ€”5. According
to this first-of-its-kind analysis of rural child poverty rates across America, rural child poverty is much more
pervasive than one might think. McGranahan, David. March 27,  In this article child poverty in the United
States is compared with a set of other developed countries. Current Population Reports. Young children in
rural areas also face 1. But why is poverty so much higher in the United States than in other rich nations? The
good news is that substantial further reductions in child poverty are within reach. Rural Child Poverty Chart
Gallery. The official poverty measure does not include the effects of most anti-poverty programs, and so it
cannot be reduced by expanding anti-poverty programs. The first package, which would cut child poverty rates
in half by relying on a combination of means-tested supports and work incentives, would: Increase payments
for the Earned Income Tax Credit for the lowest-income and mid-range recipients of the credit Convert the
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit to a fully refundable credit and concentrate its benefits on families with
the lowest incomes and with children under the age of 5 Increase Supplemental Nutrition Assistance benefits
by 35 percent and increase benefits for older children Increase the number of housing vouchers for families
with children to increase significantly the number of eligible families who would use them The second
package, which would provide more universal benefits, would cut both overall child poverty and deep child
poverty rates by half with a combination of work incentives, economic security programs, and social inclusion
initiatives. There is no part of the country that does not experience intense poverty from which children suffer
the most. That would mean that Congress is giving the report the serious consideration it deserves. The
National Academies report thus calls for high-quality, methodologically rigorous research and
experimentation on the effectiveness of work requirements today and more generally, on ways to boost the job
skills and employment of parents in low-income families receiving public assistance. Many of these children
do not finish high school; they wander the streets, jobless and adrift, and end up turning to crime. This
simulation illustrates how hard it is to reduce child poverty only through encouraging parents to work. One
case in point: The passage of the welfare reform legislation was followed by large increases in the
employment of single mothers, but the evidence suggests that expansions in the Earned Income Tax Credit
and the booming economyâ€”not the work requirements enacted as part of the welfare reform lawâ€”were
largely responsible for these gains. This package would reduce child poverty by an estimated 36 percent. A
small uptick in , to 21 percent, may be attributed to a change in income reporting. Figure 1 The broad impact
of some key programs has been clear.


