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According to the U. Also, over a dozen species have been delisted due to inaccurate data putting them on the
list in the first place. Interior Secretary David Bernhardt said the changes would modernize the Endangered
Species Act â€” which is credited with rescuing the bald eagle, the grizzly bear and the American alligator
from the brink of extinction â€” and increase transparency in its application. Critically, the changes would also
make it more difficult for regulators to factor in the effects of climate change on wildlife when making those
decisions because those threats tend to be decades away, not immediate. One species in particular received
widespread attentionâ€”the whooping crane. The amendment created a permit process to circumvent the take
prohibition called a Habitat Conservation Plan or HCP to give incentives to non-federal land managers and
private landowners to help protect listed and unlisted species, while allowing economic development that may
harm "take" the species. Species that face a "significant risk to their well being" are in this category. A
"species" under the act can be a true taxonomic species , a subspecies , or in the case of vertebrates, a " distinct
population segment. Train was assisted by a core group of staffers, including Dr. The new rules are not
retroactive, meaning protections in place for the species already listed as endangered and threatened will not
change. It replaced the Endangered Species Conservation Act of  Officials changed the way species were
evaluated under the act by considering where the species currently lived, rather than where they used to exist.
Sign up here for Climate Fwd: , our email newsletter. Fish and Wildlife Service FWS and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration NOAA announced changes that could jeopardize already at-risk
species â€” the government will now consider economic factors before categorizing a species as endangered or
threatened. The species is listed as "endangered" under the Endangered Species Act. As of December, , the
Reagan regulation has not yet been replaced though its use has been suspended. Federal Register Notices
Endangered Species Act Overview When Congress passed the Endangered Species Act ESA in , it recognized
that our rich natural heritage is of "esthetic, ecological, educational, recreational, and scientific value to our
Nation and its people. Species that occur in both habitats e. However, the FWS will continue to rely only on
the best available science when determining whether a species should be listed, said Gary Frazer, the assistant
director for endangered species at the FWS, in a press conference. The amendment also added economics into
the process of determining habitat: " Because the permit is issued by a federal agency to a private party, it is a
federal actionâ€”which means other federal laws can apply, such as the National Environmental Policy Act or
NEPA. It expanded the Lacey Act's ban on interstate commerce to include mammals , reptiles , amphibians ,
mollusks and crustaceans.


