
POETRY ANALYSIS FOR A STUDY OF

Our subject-matter experts created this set of lessons to enhance your knowledge of poetry analysis. The lessons are
short videos with accompanying.

When was the poem written and in what country? For most poetsâ€”even the plain-speaking
Herbertâ€”metaphor is the fundamental means of communicating complexity succinctly. Stanzas may be a
guide, but even poems not divided into obvious stanzas may have sections that function differently. Does the
speaker talk directly to a second person, as with Adrienne Rich's "Diving into the Wreck"? I provide students
with the following prompts to think about these aspects of the poem. But if we conceive thus highly of the
destinies of poetry, we must also set our standard for poetry high, since poetry, to be capable of fulfilling such
high destinies, must be poetry of a high order of excellence. Does the rhythm relate to the prevalent theme of
the poem? We must accustom ourselves to a high standard and to a strict judgment. Let us add, therefore, to
what we have said, this: that the substances and matter of the best poetry acquire their special character from
possessing, in an eminent degree, truth and seriousness. What is the central message or theme of the poem?
Are there sound devices present rhythm, rhyme, repetition? In this poem, Whitman uses synonyms and
antonyms to give structural integrity to a poem comprising two yoked stanzas, much like but not exactly like
the way poets working within closed forms use meter and rhyme to give structural integrity to their poems. As
an artistic endeavour, Poetry provides reflection and commentary on the finer aspects of survival and
struggles. So why did Bishop choose not only to write in this form, but name the poem after the form? Affect:
Mood â€” How are you affected by the poem? Curiously, this verse uses metaphors to challenge the use of
indirect approaches to their subject. Eliot quickly sets a certain tone, and then creates effect by juxtaposing it
with a very different tone: Let us go then, you and I, When the evening is spread out against the sky Like a
patient etherized upon a table Visual and concrete poetry[ edit ] This section does not cite any sources. If our
words are to have any meaning, if our judgments are to have any solidity, we must not heap that supreme
praise upon poetry of an order immeasurably inferior. Do words and phrases stick in their memory? They are
far better recognised by being felt in the verse of the master, than by being perused in the prose of the critic.
Remember, the person voicing the words is not necessarily the author. It has open form. The iamb and anapest
are known as rising meters they move "up" from weak to strong syllables ; the trochee and dactyl are falling
meters they move "down" from strong to weak. This idea is what links to the emotions of the reader and
provides a vent to them. Is it fast and breathless or slow and halting? Are readers supposed to fill in the blanks,
for example, the relationship between mother and daughter in Cathy Song's "The White Porch" or the
perplexity of a modern tourist in Allen Tate's "Ode to the Union Dead"? How are the stanzas organized? If
not, readers should consider that translation can alter the language and meaning of a poem.


