
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY EUROPE

The 17th century was the century that lasted from January 1, , to December 31, It falls into the Early Modern period.

The existence of vigorous Jewish communitiesâ€”at times persecuted, as in Poland in , but in places such as
Amsterdam secure, prosperous, and creativeâ€”only serves to emphasize the essential fact: Europe and
Christendom were interchangeable terms. In order to create this system, European nation states would enact
heavy tariffs taxes on imports that would encourage people to buy only native products. If a nation can sell
more and buy less then they will profit at the expense of other nations. The cause for this demographic decline
is complicated and significantly unproven; but, war, climate change and migration are the main factors that
contributed to this population crisis. Then there are exceptions even to economic generalizations: England and,
outstandingly, the United Provinces of the Netherlands. Another feature of the period was the drawing into the
central diplomatic orbit of countries that had been absorbed hitherto in questions of little consequence. The
Protestant and Roman Catholic Reformations brought passionate debate of an unsettling kind. War ravaged
Europe for almost the entirety of the century with no major state avoiding war in the 's. By statesmen had
begun to speak of Europe as an interest to be defended against the ambitions of particular states. By the 16th
century, though, nation states were emerging with larger political boundaries. Complementing the search for
order and for valid authority in other fields, and arising out of the assertion of rights and the drive to control, a
feature of the 17th century was the clarification of ideas about the physical bounds of the world. The
semi-feudal territorial French nobility was weakened and subjugated to the power of an absolute monarchy
through the reinvention of the Palace of Versailles from a hunting lodge to a gilded prison, in which a greatly
expanded royal court could be more easily kept under surveillance. Controversy has centred around the cluster
of social, political, and religious conflicts and revolts that coincided with the deepening of the recession
toward mid-century. The geocentric theory was promoted by the Church and backed up by ancient scholars.
Discoveries and settlement overseas extended mental as well as geographic horizons, brought new wealth, and
posed questions about the rights of indigenous peoples and Christian duty toward them. The mercantilist
system was heavy handed and controlled by the government. The tendency everywhere was to envisage
boundaries in terms of estates and lordships. Puritanism, which has been seen as a significant reflection of a
contracting economy, was not a prime feature of the second half of the century, though mercantilism was. He
saw the intellectual and religious changes introduced by the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation as
important secondary causes of the "general crisis". Load Next Page. Instead, he theorised that the 'General
Crisis' was a crisis of state and society, precipitated by the expansion of bureaucratic offices in the Sixteenth
century. In China, the collapsing Ming dynasty was challenged by a series of conquests led by the Manchu
warlord Nurhaci , which were consolidated by his son Hong Taiji and finally consummated by his grandson,
the Shunzi Emperor , founder of the Qing dynasty. The use of Latin as the language of diplomacy and
scholarship and the ubiquity, alongside local systems and customs, of Roman law were two manifestations of
the unity of Christendom. The purpose of the mercantile system was to create a favorable trade balance. Of
course, today, we know that the Sun is at the center of our solar system and Earth, as well as other objects,
revolve around it. Where the legacy of feudalism was islands of territory either subject to different rulers or
simply independent, or where, as in Dalmatia or Podolia lands vulnerable to Turkish raids , the frontier was
represented by disputed, inherently unstable zones, a linear frontier could emerge only out of war and
diplomacy. Definition[ edit ] As a historiographic concept, the place of the general crisis was cemented by
Hugh Trevor-Roper in a article entitled "The General Crisis of the Seventeenth Century" published in the
same journal. Hobsbawm discussed an economic crisis in Europe; Trevor-Roper saw a wider crisis, "a crisis in
the relations between society and the State". The annual percentage rate of increase in the amount of bullion in
circulation in Europe, which had been 3. The crises spread far beyond Europeâ€”for example Ming China , the
most populous state in the world, collapsed. The line between Orthodox Russia and the rest of Christian
Europe had never been so sharp as that which divided Christendom and Islam. These arose from an economic
malaise that induced an introspective mentality, which tended to pessimism and led to repressive policies but
which also was expressed more positively in a yearning and search for order. The rise of nation-states,
Protestantism, and a wealthier merchant class all challenged the authority of the Catholic Church. The frontier
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then drawn was sufficiently definiteâ€”despite modifications, as after the loss of Belgrade â€”to make possible
effective government within its perimeter. Geoffrey Parker has suggested that environmental factors may have
been in part to blame, especially the global cooling trend of this period. The word catholic survived in the
creeds of Protestant churches, such as that of England. In other words, export more goods than import.
Whether strands in a single pattern or distinct phenomena that happen to exhibit certain common principles,
each has lent itself to a wider perception of the 17th century as classical, baroque, absolutist, or mercantilist.
For the majority, the source of truth about the world could be found literally in the Bible giving the church
heavy influence upon the people. Absolutism, the political theory of an absolute monarch, is characterized by
unlimited power, divine right, and hereditary rule. For instance, Hobsbawm saw the problems of 17th-century
Europe as being social and economic in origin, an emphasis that Trevor-Roper would not concede.


