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While he did reduce government expenditures, opponents in the parlements successfully thwarted his attempts
at enacting much needed reforms. The French Revolution was a period of time in France when the people
overthrew the monarchy and took control of the government. The Scientific Revolution, which began in the
16th century, gave way to a new and revolutionary way of thinking. Revolution swept France like a sudden
wild fire in mercilessly destroying up the political, social and economic structure long established in that
country. Such actions suggested that he was an opponent of the revolution and sided with those that sought to
destroy it. Many factors influenced the changing of the revolutionaries aims, and perhaps none more so than
the abolishment of the constitutional monarchy. The French Revolution started as a rebellion for equality, but
eventually turned out to be more and show the problems throughout the French government. This all changed
with the French Revolution which began in Lefebvre 1. The peasant class sought only to improve their
standard of living. He abolished the age old practice of feudalism. What does it want to be? The
Enlightenment also changed the world of public debate, and established some ideas central to the French
Revolution. The Jacobin Club, a radical political force now led by Maximilien Robespierre, was at the head of
the calls for a republic. The French Revolution is considered to be the most momentous movements as it
distorted the principles of French society. The King had not been embracing of the Revolution, and his actions
to counter it led to his execution on 21 January  From the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, it
can be assumed that the aims of the revolutionaries in were for the benefit of the French people of every class,
but the desire for exclusive political power had undermined this. From the end of , the motives of the leading
revolutionaries grew increasingly radical and repressive, and in the ensuing Terror thousands would yet lose
their lives in the name of the Revolution after  Various factors explain the radical shift in the revolutionaries
aims. He could not be made an official minister because he was a Protestant. Throughout this time period,
many leaders, dictators, monarchs made mistakes that the government looks at today. Additionally, the
enlightenment arose during a time when there was absolute monarchy and an extremely powerful church.
After the Reign of Terror, a new government was formed called the Directory. This is shown through leaders
abusing their powers as absolute monarchs, the unreliability of monarchy, and corrupt governments. Prior to
the French Revolution, France was radically different. Petitions by the radicals and the sans-culottes were sent
demanding the King be put on trial for treason. Revolutionary Government The French Government was in
constant turmoil throughout the revolution. For example, Louis XIV was an absolute monarch. Half were well
educated lawyers or local officials. This was the time the French gained control of their rights and went
against absolute monarchy. How serious a threat to the French Revolution was presented by its enemies both
internal and external during the period ? The whole world changed once the effects of the revolution spread
through Europe. Throughout history there have been some very noteworthy revolutions such as the
Agricultural Revolution, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution. Blood sheds happen almost
every day. The King was also partly responsible for the failings of the Monarchy, and the rise of the Republic.
Prior to the revolution, the upper classes writhed to gain wealth and financial power, however in doing so they
oppressed the peasants. Consequently, as many new discoveries had been born, people gained a new, secular
perspective of the world, allowing them to realize their desire for change. As well as writings and criticisms of
the Royal government and Church, leading to harsher rule and subsequent rebellion. Political Clubs Many of
the new political ideas and alliances of the French Revolution were formed in political clubs. Thousands of
people were executed including Queen Marie Antoinette and many of Robespierre's political rivals. Weather
did not allow an outdoor meeting, and fearing an attack ordered by Louis XVI, they met in a tennis court just
outside Versailles, where they proceeded to swear the Tennis Court Oath 20 June under which they agreed not
to separate until they had given France a constitution.


