
HOW TO LEARN JAPANESE WRITING

This is a comprehensive guide on how to write in Japanese. You'll learn the origins of the different scripts and how to
distinguish between them.

I started learning Japanese at age 27, a monolingual Midwestern American who barely passed my high school
German classes and retained absolutely none of the material. You can decide for yourself if that statement is
sarcasm or not. See what you can spot! However, there are exceptions to this rule that simply must be
remembered. This gives over sounds that can be created theoretically. We wrote it to help you learn how to
write in Japanese as the Japanese do. Buy the book. General Tips If you want to learn Japanese writing, start
with hiragana and katakana. There are several systems of Romaji, with the Hepburn system being the most
widely used. Kanji was brought over from China around C. Stick with it and take note when you start to see
results, because your successes will keep you motivated to reach further successes. Hiragana is also used to
convey native Japanese words that do not have a kanji counterpart, or it is used as a simplified version of a
complex kanji character. Once you are comfortable with those two scripts, then you can begin to learn kanji.
The limited number of set sounds in Japanese makes it hard to avoid homophones. Hiragana symbols are
characterized by their curvy, flowing lines. Consequently, hiragana first became popular in Japan among
women as women were not granted the high levels of education available to men. This is because kanji
pronunciation is not based on modern-day Chinese language, but the ancient Chinese spoken around C. The
pronunciation of kanji became a mixture of Japanese readings and Chinese readings. Not all words are always
written in Kanji however. There are 46 characters in the hiragana and katakana scripts, for a total of 92
characters in all. Eventually, you will naturally develop a sense of the stroke order for certain types of
characters allowing you to bypass the drilling stage. For instance, if a foreigner or, like in manga, a robot is
speaking in Japanese, their speech is often written in katakana. Kun-reading Kun-yomi is the native Japanese
reading associated with the meaning of the word. While kanji are borrowed words from ancient Chinese,
katakana is used to transliterate modern-day Chinese words. If you liked this post, something tells me that
you'll love FluentU, the best way to learn Japanese with real-world videos. I hope you liked this article and
that it has made you want to look more and study this language. Now that you know what katakana is used for,
you can learn how to write katakana script with these numbered stroke guides. Instead, there are three types of
scripts in Japanese: kanji, hiragana and katakana. It is possible to write an entire Japanese sentence in
hiragana. Another important skill is learning how to balance the character so that certain parts are not too big
or small. The most famous book about this is Remember the Kanji by James Heisig. Kanji Roughly speaking,
kanji represents blocks of meaning nouns, stems of adjectives and verbs. You also need to balance your daily
drilling with some real-life kanji study. However, because the visual cues are not distinct as Kanji, spaces
needed to be added to remove ambiguities. This is taken for granted with languages like Spanish or German
that use the same alphabet as English. All the Kanji used in this guide can be easily looked up by copying and
pasting to an online dictionary.


