
VOCALICS AND EMOTIONAL EXPRESSION

The rest is voice tone and facial expressions. Facial expressions often show the true emotional side of the speaker. How
long they smile, where.

Vocalic cues help regulate the flow of conversations e. Our pupils dilate when there is a lack of lighting and
contract when light is plentiful. That is, while in the West we are comfortable with a conversational distance
of approximately two feet, people in the East are comfortable with a much shorter distance. Most of our
communication occurs while we are standing or sitting. Avatars do more than represent people in online
worlds; they also affect their behaviors offline. Our pupils dilate when there is a lack of lighting and contract
when light is plentiful. Devito, and Michael L. There are four general human postures: standing, sitting,
squatting, and lying down. That is, communication relies far more heavily on what is unsaid, rather than the
words used. Our eyes also send information to others. Edward T. So make sure your facial expressions are
communicating an emotion, mood, or personality trait that you think your audience will view favorably, and
that will help you achieve your speech goals. Touch is necessary for human social development, and it can be
welcoming, threatening, or persuasive. These qualities, also known as paralanguage, reinforce the meaning of
verbal communication, allow us to emphasize particular parts of a message, or can contradict verbal messages.
People with past-time orientations may want to reminisce about the past, reunite with old friends, and put
considerable time into preserving memories and keepsakes in scrapbooks and photo albums. As we will learn
in Chapter 5 "Listening" , eye contact is a key part of active listening. A slow speaker could bore others and
lead their attention to wander. Even babies recognize a sentence with a higher pitched ending as a question.
Appropriate attire for an occasion also fits within this category. We have already discussed the importance of
touch in nonverbal communication, and in order for that much-needed touch to occur, people have to enter our
intimate space. Although he claims that his avatar is better than any human girlfriend, he has been criticized as
being out of touch with reality. Head movements such as nodding can indicate agreement, disagreement, and
interest, among other things. Attractiveness, coolness in terms of clothing and hairstyle , and age were shown
to be factors that increase or decrease the influence an avatar has over users.


