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The pilot of an F-8E Crusader did not see any ships in the area where the enemy was reported, and years later
crew members said they never saw attacking craft. Some in the North Vietnamese government thought the
course of war in the south was unwise, but they were overruled. Then a new voice comes up on the radio. His
successor, Lyndon Baines Johnson, inherited the Vietnam situation. As long as we felt this was justified, such
as when troops were in trouble or there were big targets, we risked our necks. Hanoi offered to restart peace
talks, yet remained intransigent in its demands. Nguyen Ngoc Loan about to pull the trigger of a pistol pointed
at the head of a bound VC prisoner; of a naked young girl running crying down a road after an American
napalm strike that left her badly burnedâ€”these images and others became seared into the minds of
Americans on the homefront, and in those of civilians in allied nations such as Australia. The bunkers were
dead ducks because we had them totally exposed. Over the following years, additions to the list have brought
the total past 58, P-Dog, ever the showman, flipped open his last pocket with great gustoâ€”and a joint fell out
onto the floor. I left the duty NCO, a career gunnery sergeant, in charge and took the sergeant E-5 who was in
charge of the battalion office and a driver along with me. Shell after shell piled in there; dirt, smoke, tree
limbs, the whole place was plowed up. Kennedy sends helicopters and Green Berets to South Vietnam and
authorizes secret operations against the Viet Cong. Vietnamese revolutionary and communist Ho Chi Minh
wanted freedom for the country of Vietnam. He was cocky and more than a bit brash and had managed to get
his picture in the papers several times already for previous actions. On March 5, , the NVA invaded again.
Gerald R. Although the Soviet Union and the United States did not directly go to war, they each supported a
different side in the war. I, like most people, could always use some more self-esteem. The Vietnam War was
the longest in U. Congress would cut off all aid if it took military action against communist buildup. In
Vietnam lying became the norm and I did my part. Low estimates calculate , combat KIA and a half-million
wounded. It was one of the most resounding defeats in all of military historyâ€”until it became a victory. The
program, which had been poorly managed, was abandoned after about two years, following the coup that
deposed Diem. To make matters worse, Diem responded by sending troops to raid pagodas. Sâ€”feared
communist expansion throughout Southeast Asia. It is unlikely historians will ever agree on whether it was
necessary or what benefits derived from it. The French suffered a major defeat at Dien Bien Phu in , leading to
negotiations that ended with the Geneva Agreements, July 21,  In that respect, it failed: the two Vietnams were
united under a communist banner in July  This would be a war without a front or a rear; it would involve
full-scale combat units and individuals carrying out terrorist activities such as the Brink Hotel bombing. The
staff, however, was stuck explaining a poor kill ratio, the only number that supported the overall strategy of
the war. The United States forces suffer some 1, casualties. Three of our guys had been picked up smoking
marijuana. Nixon wins the U. On July 9, , China had announced it would step in if the U. So we had bad
numbers. I wrote it in the commendation as if it were a fact. But the war news was hopeful. Originally,
Vietnam ended at the 17th parallel, but it gradually conquered all the area southward along the coastline of the
South China Sea and west to Cambodia. Furthermore, domestic unrest and the financial cost of war made
peaceâ€”and troop withdrawalsâ€”a necessity, not a choice.


