
INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY NOTES

anthropology what is anthropology? anthropology the study of (all varieties of people, cultures and all time periods)
anthropologists use holistic approach.

It is concerned with order. Sometimes change comes following a revolutionary path. Affect on Anthropology:
In many instances Anthropologist have allowed ethnocentrism to determine research and influence analyses.
One problem that anthropologists may run in to is that people tend to act differently when they are being
observed. They criticised evolutionists for depending on travel accounts, which they claimed to be
unscientific. The forms of these social relationships can vary greatly across political, economic, religious, and
familial platforms. If someone wanted to learn more about a culture, he or she can observe the lifestyle and
find out the opinions of the people to retrieve more information. Most languages have a different "symbol" for
each letter, word, or phrase. They form a language that has a large degree of flexibility in using either
language's symbols in this case patterns of sound or a hybrid set of symbols to communicate messages back
and forth. The influences of enculturation from the family will then direct and shape the individual. It is to be
presumed fundamentally that the species, man, is a unity, and that "the same laws of thought are applicable to
all men". He conducted fieldwork among these tribals between and  The goal of this is promote understanding
of cultural practices that are not typically part of one's own culture. Another example of ethnocentrism is
colonialism. Holism holds great appeal for those who seek a theory of human nature that is rich enough to do
justice to its complex subject matter. Studies were done in rural Malawi that discuss these issues further: [5]
Symbols within Culture[ edit ] The Rosetta stone has several different languages carved into it A symbol is an
object, word, or action that stands for something else, depending on the culture. They are mainly known as
"empty universals" since just mentioning their existence in a culture doesn't make them any more special or
unique. While those societies which reached the stage of civilisation, developed literacy, technology, industry
and the state. Inquiry in sociocultural anthropology is guided in part by cultural relativism , the attempt to
understand other societies in terms of their own cultural symbols and values. For example Ajami is a language
created centuries ago by Islamic teachers and used throughout Sub Saharan Africa that combines Arabic script
and another language such as Swahili, Wolof, Hausa or Berber. Anthropology builds upon knowledge from
natural sciences , including the discoveries about the origin and evolution of Homo sapiens , human physical
traits, human behavior , the variations among different groups of humans, how the evolutionary past of Homo
sapiens has influenced its social organization and culture, and from social sciences , including the organization
of human social and cultural relations, institutions, social conflicts, etc. He is chosen by the elders. Through
the examination of pyramids and tombs in which these ancient humans lived in, much about human history
and Egyptian culture is learned. According to Clifford Geertz , "anthropology is perhaps the last of the great
nineteenth-century conglomerate disciplines still for the most part organizationally intact. Ethnographic
information can take many different forms. An example of this could be Mexican-Americans within the U.
Humans, in turn, use culture to adapt and transform the world they live in. A cargo cult could be considered an
example of the creative use of new technology. He stresses that the data of comparison must be empirical,
gathered by experimentation. One of the most common cultural symbols is language. With technology
evolving day after day, we do not know what is to come in the future from flying cars to robots, all we know is
that our future will never be the same. The concept of race is important in many different areas of the
discipline including cross-cultural studies, the way we look at ourselves vs.


