
THE REAGAN DOCTRINE

The Reagan Doctrine was stated by United States President Ronald Reagan in his State of the Union address on
February 6, "We must not break faith.

The Reagan Doctrine is meant as its antithesis. Bush and the new Bush Doctrine , who increased military
spending in response to the September 11th attacks. No Angolan will forget your efforts. Congress ordered
this intervention to be stopped; however, it was later shown that the Reagan administration illegally continued
See Iranâ€”Contra affair. The difference between El Salvador and Nicaragua is that in Salvador, a fledgling
democracy is under attack from avowed Marxist-Leninists. Now he has done that too. Many world leaders and
historians credit the Reagan Doctrine as having been the key to the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of
the Soviet Union in  It hardly had to drive to Kampala and install the leader of its choice. The largest
resistance movement fighting Cambodia's communist government was largely made up of members of the
former Khmer Rouge regime, whose human rights record was among the worst of the 20th century. In a radio
commentary, Reagan remarked that the pope, in his final public appearance, had invited the people to bring
forward several large crosses for his blessing. Consider Uganda under Idi Amin. The policy of aiding the
mujahideen in their war against the Soviet occupation was originally proposed by Carter's national security
adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski and was implemented by U. Allen , his basic expectation in relation to the Cold
War. However, following the presidency of Bill Clinton , a change in United States foreign policy was
introduced with the presidency of his son George W. As no less a democrat than Arturo Cruz, leader of the
nonviolent opposition, writes, the contras--"the revolt of Nicaraguans against oppression by other
Nicaraguans"--now represent an authentic "social movement. As Churchill said to Parliament in , "Germany is
to gain one set of advantages by breaking all the neutrality rules upon the seas. In October there was an attack
on Puerto Corinto, Nicaragua's largest port, with mortars, rockets, and grenades blowing up five large oil and
gasoline storage tanks. While opposing the Reagan Doctrine as an official governmental policy, Cato instead
urged Congress to remove the legal barriers prohibiting private organizations and citizens from supporting
these resistance movements. The Tanzanians might say that this was in response to Ugandan border
incursions, but Amin had ordered his troops withdrawn more than a month before Tanzania's action. To
interpret the Reagan Doctrine as merely a puffed-up rationale for Nicaraguan policy is like calling the Truman
Doctrine a cover for a new Greek and Turkish policy. Eisenhower committing the United States to actively
attempt to reverse the political influence of the Soviet Union. The following month, frogmen blew up the
underwater oil pipeline in the same port â€” the only one in the country. However, since the Clark
Amendment of prohibiting aid to anti-Marxist fighters in Angola, Congress has refused to support war against
indigenous Communist dictatorships, no matter how heavily supported by the Soviet Union or its proxies. But
with a difference. Consider Nicaragua. As part of his effort to gain Congressional support for the Nicaraguan
contras , Reagan labeled the contras "the moral equivalent of our founding fathers ", which was controversial
because the contras had shown a disregard for human rights. In Angola, Savimbi's resistance ultimately led to
a decision by the Soviet Union and Cuba to bring their troops and military advisors home from Angola as part
of a negotiated settlement. You judge a revolution, as you do any other political phenomenon, by what it
stands for. This is a challenge to the peripheral acquisitions of empire. Some earned a reputation for using
spoons to gouge their victims' eyes out. That doctrine rested on the emergence of a rapid deployment force.
Does that commit you to oppose the Paris Commune of or the Hungarian revolution of ? Sending the Red
Army packing from Afghanistan proved one of the single most important contributing factors in one of
history's most profoundly positive and important developments". Next came the Carter Doctrine, declaring a
return to unilateral American action, if necessary, in defense of Western interests. Congressman Dana
Rohrabacher , who made several secret visits with the mujahideen in Afghanistan and returned with glowing
reports of their bravery against the Soviet occupation. Reagan had endorsed the strategy and insights of NSC
68 shortly after that key document of the Truman administration was declassified and published in , devoting
several of his radio commentaries to it.


