
SYMBOLISM OF THE LETTER A IN NATHANIEL HAWTHORNES THE

SCARLET LETTER

A summary of Symbols in Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter. Like Pearl, the letter functions as a physical
reminder of Hester's affair with Dimmesdale.

Because of this, it actually possesses many short story characteristics. However, it is fascinating to note that
the same letter becomes a symbol of innocence, penance and angelic character of Hester by the end of the
story. Chilling means icy cold. It is a place where one goes morally astray. It points to her independent
character. It is symbolic of the sin that she has committed and even though she does not at any stage think
herself to be a sinner, it constantly reinforces the Puritan belief in the Original Sin, the breaking of the Seventh
Commandment, to the community. He realizes the scaffold is the place to confess and also his shelter from his
tormenter, Chillingworth. As children of indignity alike, they unconsciously serve as emotional grim reapers,
and together, they unwillingly carry out the supernatural mandate of punishment rationed to them through
sadistic and demoniac means. Hester is a Fallen Woman with a symbol of her guilt. It also seems to be, at
times, the light of truth and grace. Colors play a similar role to light and darkness. Wilson, is in awe of
Dimmesdale's goodness and sanctity. Then it becomes an elaborately gold-embroidered A over Hester's heart
and is magnified in the armor breast-plate at Governor Bellingham's mansion. A universal symbol arises from
the symbol's relationship to reality; thus, such a symbol remains the same across cultures and with different
individuals Dimmesdale's inner struggle is intense, and he struggles to do the right thing. Writers use symbols
to convey different meanings to their readers in their literary pieces. For this reason, Hester and Arthur have a
daughter named Pearl. The Scarlet Letter's first chapter ends with an admonition to "relieve the darkening
close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow" with "some sweet moral blossom. It comes to have an evil or
sinister significance for Hester. Light and Color Light and darkness, sunshine and shadows, noon and
midnight, are all manifestations of the same images. Next the three scaffold scenes physically deteriorate with
an underlying symbolic tone. Finally, the symbolic use of the scaffold throughout The Scarlet Letter leaves a
lasting impression of its readers. In Chapter 16, Hester and Dimmesdale meet in the forest with a "gray
expanse of cloud" and a narrow path hemmed in by the black and dense forest. Some of the major symbols
used in this novel have been discussed below. Hawthorne, in The Scarlet Letter, uses many symbols to
represent different things. Every so often, sunshine flickers on the setting.


