
A HISTORY OF THE BERLIN WALL

The official purpose of this Berlin Wall was to keep Western â€œfascistsâ€• from entering East Germany and
undermining the socialist state, but it.

East Germany became a communist country under the control of the Soviet Union. Clay , was appointed by
Kennedy as his special advisor and sent to Berlin with ambassadorial rank. This same division into West and
East occurred in Berlin. However, the border running through Berlin, controlled by all four post-war
occupying powers, remained largely open, turning the city into by far the most important route for East
Germans to flee the rigours of state socialism for the "economic miracle" then underway in West Germany. In
one of the most dramatic standoffs in the history of the Cold War, the Berlin blockade saw the United States
and its allies supplying their sectors of the city from the air. Nearly the opposite was true in East Germany. No
longer could families, friends, and lovers cross the border to meet their loved ones. Just after midnight on the
night of August 12â€”13, , trucks with soldiers and construction workers rumbled through East Berlin. Thanks
for watching! Once he had bled to death, East German guards carried off his body. He then tumbled back onto
the East German side. Although some of them would be stopped on their way, hundreds of thousands made it
across the border. The Berlin Wall: The construction of the Berlin Wall did stop the flood of refugees from
East to West, and it did defuse the crisis over Berlin. What most of us think of as the Berlin Wall was the
43km of border rampart that divided west from east Berlin. Let them come to Berlin. In October , Honecker
was forced to resign after losing support from Gorbachev. Meanwhile, the flood of refugees continued. The
Soviets took the eastern half, while the other Allies took the western. The Soviets called off the blockade in 
At midnight, they flooded through the checkpoints. Germany was formally reunified just 11 months later. Clay
and Vice President Lyndon B. The fourth version of the Berlin Wall, constructed from to , was the most
complicated and thorough. This spreads like wildfire amongst the populace and soon citizens begin to speak
out against the government. The first two versions of the wall were replaced by the third version in , consisting
of a concrete wall supported by steel girders. These checkpoints were for the infrequent use of officials and
others with special permission to cross the border. Despite Berlin sitting entirely in the eastern part of the
country, during the Yalta and Potsdam agreements the city was divided into similar zones. The Checkpoints of
the Wall Although most of the border between East and West consisted of layers of preventative measures,
there were little more than a handful of official openings along the Berlin Wall. By the late s, many people
living in East Germany wanted out. West Berlin became an isolated exclave in a hostile land. This four-way
occupation of Berlin began in June  Guards were ordered to shoot anyone attempting to escape. The initial
plan was that the country would eventually be reunited, but this didn't happen for a long time. Johns Jr. The
economy in the GDR began to grow. Except under special circumstances, travelers from East and West Berlin
were rarely allowed across the border. Twenty-nine people were killed within the first year. Scholars estimate
that between and , nearly 2. President Harry S.


