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I am reasonably confident with the statement that people seek food when they are hungry and circumstances
permit it. That doesn't mean that they should be used for every proposal! Many scientifically excellent
proposals get dinged because the panel has no reason to think that the applicant will actually be able to carry
out the research. Even if your doing "pure" ethnographic research. Grant Advice I am a biological
anthropologist by training and yet many of the questions on which I work can easily be approached from the
perspective of social anthropology. Such structure greatly facilitates readers' ability to follow the logical
structure of a paper. That said, you need to demonstrate to your reader s that you have a command of the
literature. Define terms. Given my background, the terms with which I frequently have difficulty are those like
"governmentality," "imaginaries," or "predicaments of modernity" though I am equally befuddled by terms
bandied about in evolutionary psychology applications. I would not expect a non-specialist to necessarily
know what I was talking about when I used terms like "eigenvalue", "centroid," or "betweenness," so I would
define them. More to come Some of the stylistic advice I have copied from my Guide to Research Papers.
Pre-test your survey instrument or experimental game. Write for a general audience. If your proposal comes
from the tradition of a cognate field e. I don't feel the need to say something like, "As a Caucasian,
middle-class man in my early forties speaking from this point in the early twenty-first century, I believe that
hungry people seek food. If you want real information on the panel, talk to the program officer. Keep it simple
and, above all, doable. We're all terribly ironic. Testable hypotheses are good. That said, watch out for having
your proposal sound solipsistic -- it should not read like a diary entry. Avoid extremely complex flow charts.
Think hard about sampling. This is always a good idea before embarking on a time-consuming grant
application. The doctoral student must be enrolled at a U. Have logical subsections. No one ever complained
that a colloquium talk was too short particularly if there are refreshments waiting after. That is a pretty bad
reason for not getting funded.


