
MOOD IN EUROPE AFTER WORLD WAR 1

The year witnessed not only the outbreak of World War I but also such very different events as the . The mood of
Versailles factor in the instability that marked Europe after World War I. The new composite state of Czechoslovakia.

Another extremely influential idea in German public opinion was the fear of encirclement resulting from the
coalition between France, Great Britain and Russia, an idea exacerbated by another largely unfounded fear,
which had continued to grow nevertheless, of a Russian threat to Germany: there was a widespread belief that
in the event of a war, Germany risked being overwhelmed by the Russian masses within a few years, Russia
having recently reformed its army to increase its strength. He authored the "April Theses," in which he
promised peace with the Central Powers, redistribution of the land, transfer of the factories to the owners, and
the recognition of the Soviets as the supreme power in Russia. On September 29, , allied troops broke through
the German fortifications at the Hindenberg line, and the end of the war came into view. In the s and s the
newly unified German Second Empire under the Chancellorship of Otto von Bismarck was not only the
strongest Continental military power but also spun a web of alliances that left France â€” resentful of its defeat
in â€” isolated. Serbia had no real means of effectively resisting the much more powerful forces of
Austria-Hungary; however, this did not prevent the Serbian press from aggravating the situation with patriotic
and belligerent articles. Also, while the ideal of national self-determination had been meant for Europe, many
of the new nation-states created in the east experienced conflict over borders and ethnic minorities. All this
was aimed at breakthrough in trench warfare, in which both sides would dig deep trenches, and attempt to
attack the other side, most often with little or no success. When push came to shove, Wilson chose to reward
Japanese naval power and ignore political justice. The drawing of new frontiers could never definitively
satisfy those who lived on either side of them, and the problem of minorities became an important factor in the
instability that marked Europe after World War I. Britain had a new crop of literary talent in Conrad, Wells
and Kipling. Since in the Battle of Caporetto Italian Army had heavy losses, the Italian Government called to
arms the so called '99 Boys Ragazzi del '99 , that is, all males who were 18 years old. Finally, some historians
argue that World War I was the culmination of historical developments in Europe. These were encouraged by
Bismarck who, in the process of unifying Germany, sought to pacify those surrounding states which might
proved hostile. Strategically, however, the British asserted their control of the sea, and the bulk of the German
surface fleet remained confined to port for the duration of the war. Essays in honour of Francis Carsten,
London , pp. Troop ships were too fast for the submarines and did not travel the North Atlantic in convoys.
The immense majority of the Russian population were peasants who did not understand the reasons for
mobilisation or experience patriotic fervour. On the German side, however, a gap developed between the
westernmost army corps, and the rapid advance was exhausting the troops. The inflated demands of this new
form of national conflict came to be known as "total war," a term coined by German general Erich von
Ludendorff in to describe the mobilization of the entire economic, social, and moral energies of the nation.
Americans have continued to believe that progress is built into history. The prevailing mood of Europe was
nationalistic. On 2 April the United States entered into the war as an "Associate" of the Entente countries, not
an ally, a binding term of obligation that the US rejected. It had been bolstered by the rise of the pre-war
Young Turk movement, which had become resolutely nationalist following its successful coup, and which
envisaged reconstructing the Empire along the lines of a Turkish national state in order to strengthen it. The
first conflict among industrialized global powers killed 10 million soldiers and mutilated over 21 million
more. Unlike in , when the Allies imposed total surrender, this peace process assumed limited participation by
the vanquished. In contrast to the mass patriotic mobilisation in the cities, there was widespread despondency,
open dissent and desertion in many rural districts where conscripted peasants engaged in drunken riots which
were suppressed by the military, with hundreds killed. Each power's fear of the other powers fueled an arms
race that produced large armies and navies with little to do but plan ways of outmaneuvering perceived
enemies. All this proved more problematic in the vanquished states, and especially Germany. Austria got full
support from Berlin, but Russia -- fearful that Austria would use the crisis to dominate the Slavic Balkans and
stall Russian imperial ambitions in the region -- backed up Serbia and began to mobilize. It depicted the
unimaginable awfulness of the war, during which the millions of men in the trenches entered a world as
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inhospitable and desolate as the dark side of the moon. But at the time they were less evident, and as late as
spring tensions seemed to be easing.


